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News 
 
New Year. New Chapter. New Look. 
 

The Lawrence Public Library is moving forward in a new direction. With an 
expanded and renovated building on the horizon, we are working to merge the 
comforts of the traditional library with innovations for the future. 
 
Our new logo reflects this exciting new chapter. It combines the enduring, 
classic shapes of a square and circle, representing the library as a strong 
community anchor. The use of bold red conveys positive energy, vibrancy and 
enthusiasm. Yet the new image also has a touch of mystery, reflecting 
exploration, curiosity and discovery. 
 
The library is an essential spot for the community.  Just as our new logo means 
something different to everyone who sees it, the Lawrence Public Library has 
something different for everyone who uses it.   
 
The library is yours to explore, experience, and enjoy. 
 

Hearing loop installed in Library Auditorium 
 
Thanks to the generosity of the Sertoma Club of Lawrence and Wendy 
Blackwell of Blackwell Hearing Center, the Library Auditorium has been 
fitted with a hearing loop device that will enhance sound quality for patrons 
using hearing aids. Hearing loops, also called induction loops, transmit 
magnetic energy to telecoil-equipped hearing aids through a wire that 
surrounds the audience. Most recent hearing aids and all new cochlear 
implants contain telecoils (or T-coils). Users simply switch their hearing aids 
to T-coil, and the hearing aid will serve as a wireless loudspeaker, delivering 
clear, customized sound from inside the ears. If you have questions about 
this technology, please contact your hearing aid vendor. Many thanks to 
Sertoma and Blackwell Hearing Center for providing this fantastic tool to 
Library patrons. 
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Happy New Year 
 

The Library will be 
closed January 1 and 2. 
Have a safe and happy 

new year! 
 

January 2011  

Connections 
 



Classes 
 
Computer classes at the Library are taught by 
Library staff members in the Sunflower Broadband 
Community Computer Lab in the lower level.  
Classes are free, but space is limited, so 
registration is required. To register for classes, call 
the Reference Desk at 785-843-1178, or visit our 
web site. Here’s what’s coming up in January: 
 
Introduction to Computers, Part 1     
Tuesday, January 11, 2-3 pm  
 
Introduction to Computers, Part 2 
Thursday, August 13, 2-3 pm 
We’ll start at the very beginning!  Topics covered 
include parts of the computer, basic mouse skills, 
getting around the desktop, and more.  This is a 
class for true beginners. 
 
 

Introduction to the Internet, Part 1 
Tuesday, January 18, 10-11 am 
 
Introduction to the Internet, Part 2 
Thursday, January 20, 10-11 am 
A class for those just merging onto the Information 
Superhighway! Topics covered include Internet 
browsers, basic search techniques, and how to 
access news, maps, and more.  
 
Introduction to Email, Part 1 
Tuesday, January 25, 10-11 am 
 
Introduction to Email, Part 2 
Thursday, January 27, 10-11 am 
Participants will learn about various free e-mail 
services available on the web, establish a Gmail 
account, learn how to send and receive electronic 
mail messages and attach files to those messages. 
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Programs & Events 
 
Genealogy research assistance available  
 
Are you new to genealogy research, or hitting a dead end in your search for elusive ancestors? Members of 
the Douglas County Genealogical Society will be in the Osma local history and genealogy section in the lower 
level of the Library on Sunday, January 9, from 1-2 pm, to provide assistance with genealogy research. Please 
stop by if you need a hand. 
 
Book discussion group to look at Kansas at 150 
 
Registration begins January 3 for the next book discussion group at the Library. In recognition of the 
sesquicentennial of Kansas statehood, Kansas at 150 will look at our state and its inhabitants through various 
forms of writing. All of the sessions will be held on Thursday evenings at 7 pm in the Library Gallery.  
 
February 3 Now Let Me Fly by Marcia Cebulska 
This play, commissioned in honor of the 50th anniversary of the Brown v. Board of Education decision, looks at 
the lives and losses of the men and women working in the grassroots struggle against segregation in Topeka 
and elsewhere. Discussion leader Tom Prasch. 
 
February 17 Kansas Poems of William Stafford, edited by Denise Low 
Prolific Kansas-bred poet William Stafford won a National Book Award and in 1970 was named the first 
Consultant in Poetry to the Library of Congress (now Poet Laureate). Discussion leader Denise Low. 

 
March 3 Ordinary Genius by Thomas Fox Averill 
A lush and lyrical collection of short stories set in Kansas that consider the extraordinary and even 
magical moments in the everyday lives of ordinary people. Discussion leader Sandra Hastings. 
 

March 17 It Happened in Kansas by Sarah Smarsh 
Short essays tell the stories of notable Kansas people and events, from familiar names like James Naismith, 
Amelia Earhart, and Dwight Eisenhower, through not-so-familiar episodes, like the protests by female relatives 
of striking southeast Kansas coal miners in 1921. Discussion leader Rosemary Kolich. 
 



Registration is required to borrow a set of books, but everyone is welcome to attend the 
discussions. To register, call Maria Butler, Community Relations Coordinator, at 785-843-
3833, ext. 123, or email mbutler@lawrencepubliclibrary.org. Funding provided by the 
Kansas Humanities Council. 
 
Kick off Kansas’ sesquicentennial with What Kansas Means to Me 
 
To understand why people say 'Dear old Kansas!' is to understand that Kansas is no mere geographical 
expression, but a 'state of mind,' a religion, and a philosophy in one. –Carl L. Becker, 1910 
 
One hundred and fifty years ago, on January 29, 1861, Kansas became the 34th state 
in the Union. Kansas Territory had been opened for settlement just seven years earlier, 
in 1854, as a result of the Kansas-Nebraska Act, a political compromise that resulted in 
instability and conflict in the territory as residents and non-residents alike battled to 
settle the question of whether slavery would be allowed in Kansas. This stormy 
beginning must have influenced the character of the state and of its inhabitants, but other things had an effect 
as well, including weather, the landscape, immigration and settlement patterns, agriculture, transportation, and 
politics. 
 

To begin the year-long 2011 celebration of the sesquicentennial anniversary of Kansas’ 
statehood, Kansas Reads will feature What Kansas Means to Me, edited and with an 
introduction by Thomas Fox Averill. The book contains fourteen essays and four poems, written 
between 1910 and 1990, as well as 25 woodblock print illustrations, all of which serve to define 
what Kansas is and to explore what Kansas means to those of us who live here. Essayists 
include historian Carl L. Becker, William Allen White, Milton Eisenhower, William Inge, Karl 
Menninger, William Least-Heat Moon, and Denise Low. 

 
Kansas Reads will begin with an appearance by Thomas Fox Averill at the Library on Thursday, 
January 27, at 7 pm. Tom is a lifelong Kansan, and is currently professor of English and Writer-
in-Residence at Washburn University in Topeka. He is the author of two novels, Secrets of the 
Tsil Café and The Slow Air of Ewan MacPherson, as well as a collection of short stories, 
Ordinary Genius. Averill is a long-time commentator in the voice of William Jennings Bryan 
Oleander of Here, Kansas, for Kansas Public Radio, KANU, 91.5 FM, National Public Radio 
from the University of Kansas. Oleander will make a special guest appearance. 
 
Kansas Reads programs will continue through February, including a lecture on Settling the Sea of Grass by Dr. 
Jay Price of Wichita State University, a one-woman performance about Exodusters in Kansas, book 
discussions, an opportunity to share what Kansas means to you, and a musical performance celebrating 
Kansas in song. See the next issue of Connections for more information.  
 
Kansas Reads is an initiative of the State Library of Kansas that encourages everyone in the state to read and 
discuss the same book. Multiple copies of What Kansas Means to Me will be available at the Library for 7-day 
checkout, and readers’ guides containing discussion questions, further resources, and a schedule of events 
will be available at the Library and on our website as well. All library programs are free and open to the public.  
 
January art exhibits  

 
• In the Gallery: Paintings by Gary Woodward 
• In the Entrances: Photos by Grant Fitch 
• In the Lower level: Ali V Paintings 
        
Art exhibits at the Library are sponsored by the Lawrence Art Guild. 
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Children 

Untitled oil 
on canvas 
by Gary 
Woodward 



 
Special storytimes added to regular schedule 
 
Thursday night storytime for all ages at 7 pm, as well as Family Storytime on Sundays at 3:30 pm, continue in 
the Children’s Room through the holidays, and after a short break, the regular schedule of morning sessions, 
toddler sessions, Books and Babies, and Spanish Storytime will resume on their usual days and times 
beginning January 24.  
 

A special Food Fun Storytime series presented by Connie Detweiler from the Douglas County Extension 
Service will be held on Tuesdays, January 11 and 14, and Fridays, January 18 and 21, at 10:30 am in the 
Auditorium. Stories about food and healthy eating will be followed by healthy snacks. All ages are 
welcome. 

 
In recognition of the 150th anniversary of the state of Kansas, special Kansas Storytimes will be 
held on Tuesday, January 25, at 10:30 am; Thursday, January 27, at 7 pm; and Friday, January 
28, at 10:30 am, in the Children’s Room. Participants will grind wheat and enjoy fresh whole wheat 
bread! All ages are welcome. 
 
New kids’ book club to focus on William Allen White Award nominees 
 

The William Allen White Children's Book Award was established in 1952 by Ruth Garver 
Gagliardo in memory of Emporia newspaperman William Allen White. The program is 
administered by Emporia State University, and Kansas children vote on the winners. Since 
2001, two winners have been chosen each year, one by students in grades 3 to 5 and the 
other by students in grades 6 to 8. A selection committee nominates a short list of 24 books 
from which the students choose the winners. 

 
The Library’s new William Allen White book club will meet for the first time on Monday, January 10, at 4:30 pm 
in the Gallery. Youth ages 10 to 13 are encouraged to join the club. We will talk about WAW nominees on the 
grade 6 to 8 list, have snacks and play games. Members will read several books and get a chance to vote for 
their favorite title at our final meeting. A limited number of books will be available for checkout. The group will 
meet each Monday from January 10 until February 28. Registration is requested, but not required. To register, 
or for more information, call the Children’s Desk at 785-843-3833, ext. 117, or email 
childrensroom@lawrencepubliclibrary.org. 
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Alice in Wonderland Tea Party 
 
Boys and girls ages 5 to 12 are invited to the Library’s Alice in Wonderland Tea Party  
on Saturday, January 8. Two sessions will be held, at 10:30 am and 2:30 pm, and tea, 
juice, finger sandwiches, and cookies will be served. Dress up clothes are encouraged  
but not required. 
 
Space is limited so registration is required. To register, call the Children’s Desk  
at 785-843-3833, ext. 117, or email childrensroom@lawrencepubliclibrary.org. 
 



Teens 
 
For the Love of Chocolate 
Monday, January 31, 2:30 – 4 pm  

 
Nothing to do on your day off school? Come celebrate the most awesome foodstuff ever created!  
We’ll have dark chocolate, milk chocolate, white chocolate (wait, is that really even chocolate? Find 
out the answer at our party!), chocolate taste tests, hot chocolate, chocolate fondue, chocolate-
covered “stuff”, more chocolate than could possibly be good for you. Eat yourself into a chocolate 
coma, then make a chocolate rose to get ready for Valentine’s Day. 
Chocolate provided, in the auditorium, grades 7-12. 
 

Super Smash Bros. Brawl Tournament 
Saturday, January 15, 3 - 4:30 pm 
 
Can your skills take the prize?   
Fight for your name on the Wall of Champions.  
Snacks provided, in the Auditorium, grades 7-12.  
 
Teen Advisory Board 
Saturday, January 15, 1 - 2 pm  
 
Eat lunch and have fun while we make decisions about the Teen Zone. This month, help plan the Chocolate 
Party and review the Teen Zone renovation project. Lunch provided, in the Gallery, grades 7-12 welcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more info on teen programs at the Library, contact Rebecca Power, Teen Services Librarian, at 785-843-
3833 ext.121, or email rpower@lawrencepubliclibrary.org. 
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Seniors 
 
Offsite services for seniors available year-round 
 
Each month, Senior Outreach Coordinator Pattie Johnston holds an informal, lively discussion on a topic of 
interest, based on books and other materials available from the Library collection. You do not need be a 
resident of the site to attend these fun free sessions.  
 

THIRD TUESDAY 
10:30am *Midland Adult Day Care, 319 Perry St. 
2 pm  Cottonwood Retirees, 1029 New Hampshire  
3 pm  Babcock Place, 1700 Massachusetts St. 

 
THIRD WEDNESDAY 
10:30 am Brandon Woods, 1501 Inverness Dr. 
1 pm  Prairie Commons, 5121 Congressional Circle 
2:15 pm *The Windsor, 3229 Peterson Rd. 

    
FOURTH WEDNESDAY 
9:45 am Presbyterian Manor, 1429 Kasold Dr. 
1 pm  Pioneer Ridge-Assisted Living, 4851 Harvard  
2:30pm Drury Place,1510 St. Andrews Dr. 

 
*Secured sites. Please call ahead for more information. 
 
The Library bookvan makes weekly visits to several senior living centers in Lawrence. The bookvan carries a 
small collection of materials that may be checked out, and also will deliver items from the main Library 
collection. Library cards may be issued at the bookvan, and materials may be returned to it as well. The 
bookvan service is free and open to the public—you need not be a resident of the site to use this service. 
Please note that the bookvan will not run on December 24, 27, 29 and 31, due to the holidays.  
 

MONDAY 
   9-10 am       Prairie Commons, 5121 Congressional Circle 

10:30-11:30 am     Babcock Place, 1700 Massachusetts Street  
 

WEDNESDAY 
   9-10 am         Brandon Woods, 1501 Inverness Drive 

10:30-11:30 am      Presbyterian Manor, 1429 Kasold Drive 
1-2 pm           Drury Place, 1510 St. Andrews Drive 

 
FRIDAY      
11:15-Noon  Vermont Towers, 1101 Vermont Street 

   1:30-2:30 pm  Peterson Acres, 2930 Peterson Road 
 
If you have any questions concerning the bookvan or other library services for seniors, contact Pattie Johnston 
at 785-843-3833, ext. 115, or email johnston@lawrencepubliclibrary.org. 
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Books 
 
Staff review: It’s Not Him, It’s You!: How to Take Charge of Your Life and Create 
the Love and Intimacy You Deserve by Laura Berman, Ph.D. 
By Rachel Smalter Hall, Adult Services Department 



 
 Dr. Laura Berman, the author of It’s Not Him, It’s You!, is most well-known for her TV 
appearances on Oprah and Dr. Oz, as well as for her own radio show on Chicago’s Oprah 
Radio. What I really like about Dr. Berman is that she offers a fresh take on the relationships 
and self-help genre, encouraging women and men to approach their relationships from a 
holistic perspective that includes both emotional and physical intimacy, with a little extra 
emphasis on the physical. She is candid, warm, and affirming about the subject, although 
readers may want to be cautioned that It’s Not Him, It’s You! is fairly explicit and includes 
intimate illustrations. 

 
In her latest book, Dr. Berman has a special message for women: “Firstly, you must decide to take full 
responsibility for your relationships and for your life.  Secondly, you must decide to stop blaming your partner 
or others for everything that goes wrong in your relationship.” It’s empowering advice, shored up from her 
years of first-hand experience helping couples in therapy. Via multiple-choice quizzes, illustrations, and short, 
readable chapters,  Dr. Berman addresses modern topics such as Internet dating; the balancing act between 
family, career, and intimacy; and shifting domestic responsibilities between women and men at home.  She 
even offers a primer on psychological issues that can be destructive to relationships, and suggests ways to 
seek treatment for these issues. 
 
Her writing style will probably appeal to fun-loving women who love going out with their girlfriends, and whose 
special guys enjoy catching the game with their pals. In this way, It’s Not Him, It’s You! tends toward what I 
think of as a “classic” guy-girl relationship. But even if this doesn’t describe you or your relationship, Dr. 
Berman offers at least one take-away I think we can all benefit from: sometimes you just have to forget about 
those dirty dishes, slip into a hot bath, and simply enjoy the person you’re with. It's the key to taking charge of 
your life, creating the love and intimacy you deserve! 
 
Staff review: 365 Thank Yous: The Year a Simple Act of Daily Gratitude Changed 
My Life by John Kralik 
By Camille Lechliter, Technical Services Department 
 
Every now and then a book will serve to remind you of something you’ve known since 
childhood, and 365 Thank Yous: The Year a Simple Act of Daily Gratitude Changed My 
Life by John Kralik is a simple, beautiful way to relearn one important lesson.  
 
When was the last time you wrote – or received – a hand-written thank you note?  For 
the person to have gone to such lengths means a lot to the receiver, but who takes the 
time anymore?  During a difficult time in his life, Kralik realized that he needed to be 
grateful for everyday things – good friends being helpful all over again, a Starbucks 
employee calling him by his name, a homemade gift from his daughter – to lift himself 
out of his depression. He had forgotten this until he heard a voice say just that while he 
was lost hiking in the mountains. He decided to write a thank you note every day for the 
next year to cement it in his memory.   
 
After his first few notes, Kralik received surprised replies by phone, e-mail and more written notes. Everyone so 
appreciated that he took the time to say thanks in such a concrete way that it began to change his thinking. 
Little by little he spent less time concentrating on the negatives in his life because his mind was filled with 
positive thoughts, which brought on more positives in his life. He includes examples of his notes throughout the 
book (not all 365 though), and a few words on how to write thank you notes yourself (Appendix I).  Even his 
“Acknowledgments” are earnest and reiterate that what he really wanted to be when he was a kid was a writer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Staff review: Moonlight Mile by Dennis Lehane 
By Susan Brown, Adult Services Department 
 

Dennis Lehane burst onto the “mainstream” fiction scene in 2001 with Mystic River, a 
book that saw great success in both bookstores and movie theaters. But before the 
success of that and his subsequent book, Shutter Island, Lehane had won a legion of 
followers in the crime fiction world for his series featuring private investigators Patrick 
Kenzie and Angie Gennaro.  Starting with A Drink Before the War, Lehane introduced 
Kenzie, a wise-cracking, tough-talking Boston P.I., and his partner Gennaro, an equally 
tough character and his oldest friend. In this and the next four books in the series 
(Darkness, Take My Hand; Sacred; Gone, Baby, Gone; and Prayers for Rain), Lehane 
treated readers to some of the best contemporary American crime fiction, with fully-
realized, delightfully flawed characters, authentic portrayals of the gritty streets of South 
Boston, and page-turning plots that reveal the human costs of criminal actions.   
 

Moonlight Mile opens several years after the end of Gone, Baby, Gone (which was also made into a movie), 
the crimes and characters of which were some of the most heart-wrenching Patrick and Angie had ever 
encountered. The pair have since settled down into a quieter, domestic life when Amanda McCready, the little 
girl who was kidnapped and then found by Patrick in Gone, Baby, Gone, disappears once again. She is now a 
teenager and Patrick’s role in her early childhood has forever bound him to her, so he feels compelled to take 
on the case and find her once again. The case unfolds with many of the hallmarks of Lehane’s writing – 
emotionally compelling characters, morally ambiguous situations, and an insider’s tour of working-class 
Boston. 
 
Compared to earlier entries in the series, Moonlight Mile seemed a little “thin” – the characters were closer to 
caricatures, the dialogue, usually raw and acerbic, came off as a bit forced, and the overall tone of the book 
seemed somewhat rushed. I still consider Dennis Lehane to be one of the best authors writing today, 
regardless of genre. I still consider the Kenzie-Gennaro series to be one of the best contemporary crime fiction 
series.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



New non-fiction books 
 
Paranormal America by Christopher Bader et al. 
(130.973 BADER C). Scholarly analysis by 
sociologists of who believes in UFOs, Bigfoot, and 
such, and how their beliefs impact their lives. 
 
Wanted Undead or Alive by Jonathan Maberry and 
J. G. Bashman (133.423 MABERRY). Examination 
of good and evil, and those who fight evil, in history, 
literature and pop culture. 
 
Sacred Woman, Sacred Dance by Iris J. Stewart 
(203.7 STEWART). How dance has been used by 
women to express spirituality and celebrate life, 
from ancient goddess cults to today. 
 
Untold by Tamam Kahn (297.642 KAHN T). A 
history of some of the Prophet Muhammad’s many 
wives, including a merchant, leader of an army, 
Jewish captives, and a Coptic Christian diplomat. 
 
Pluto: Sentinel of the Outer Solar System by Barrie 
W. Jones (523.4922 JONES B) and How I Killed 
Pluto and Why It Had It Coming by Mike Brown 
(523.4922 BROWN M). All about the rise and fall of 
the “intriguing object” that used to be a planet. 
 

Candy Construction by Sharon Bowers (641.86 
BOWERS S). Planes, trains, and automobiles, and 
castles and jewelry and insects and animals and—
you get the idea—all made of candy (and cookies)! 
 
Power by Jeffrey Pfeffer (650.1 PFEFFER). Noted 
organizational behavior expert demonstrates that 
gaining power in the workplace requires political 
maneuvering and calculated self-promotion. 

 
Two Gentlemen of Lebowski by Adam 
Bertocci (817.6 BERTOCCI). The Coen 
brothers meet Shakespeare in this 
hilarious mash-up written in iambic 
pentameter, with notes and illustrations. 
 

Drives of a Lifetime by National Geographic 
(910.202 DRIVES O). Divided into sections based 
on geography, population density, and interests, 
500 driving trips covering all areas of the world. 
 
The Women Jefferson Loved by Virginia Acharff 
(973.4609 JEFFERSO). A look at the founding 
father’s mother, wife, mistress and daughters, his 
feelings toward them, and their influence on him.  
 

Want to see what else is new? Go to the New Materials list in the Library catalog. 
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Friends 
 
Give a gift of Friend(member)ship this holiday season 
By Ruth DeWitt, Friends Coordinator 
 
Looking for a gift for that person in your life who has everything?  Why not buy them a membership to the 
Friends of the Lawrence Public Library? Memberships start at $10, and are a great way to show support for a 
strong community library. Members receive two newsletters a year, admission to Members Night before the 
spring and fall book sales open to the public, and a vote at the Friends annual meeting. Pick up a membership 
application in the lobby of the library or email Ruth DeWitt at rdewitt@lawrence.lib.ks.us.   

 
Our spring book sale dates are set. Members Night is April 7, and the public sale runs April 8-
12. Giveaway days will be April 16 and 17. Mark your new 2011 calendars now so you don't 
miss another great sale. 
 

Finally, warmest holiday wishes and a huge thank you to all the volunteers and library staff who make the 
Friends organization tick all year long. There is no way either book sale would happen without the support, 
time, effort, energy and ideas of everyone we are lucky enough to have on board.  This is truly a remarkable 
organization, and 2011 stands to be another great year for the Friends and the Library too.   
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Foundation 



 
Lawrence Public Library Foundation Awarded Grant for 2011 Summer Reading 
By Kathleen Morgan, Foundation Director 
 
The Kansas Health Foundation has awarded the Lawrence Public 
Library Foundation a $22,500 grant for the 2011 One World, Many 
Stories Summer Reading Program. The funds will be used to promote 
the health benefits of reading through a family-friendly, multiethnic, 
multicultural and inclusive summer reading at the Lawrence Public Library. 
 
“We are very grateful to the Kansas Health Foundation for providing these funds,” said Thomas Howe, Library 
Foundation Board Chair. “They will enable the library to have a blockbuster summer reading program in 2011 
that promotes reading as a healthy choice and celebrates the diversity of our community.” 
 
The One World, Many Stories Summer Reading Program will feature a wide variety of programs for children, 
teens and adults. It kicks off on June 4, 2011 with a community cultural celebration featuring healthy 
international foods, music and dancing.   
 
The library has set a goal of increasing participation by 1,000 people. Special emphasis will be placed on 
encouraging low income children, disabled persons, non-English speakers and senior citizens to complete the 
program. 
 
“This year, the library set a summer reading record with 4,542 children, teens and adults finishing the program, 
said Library Director Bruce Flanders. "Thanks to this additional funding, we are looking forward to further 
increasing that number next summer." 
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Library Hours                        

Mon-Thurs 9 am-9 pm 
Fri 9 am-7 pm 
Sat 9 am-6 pm 
Sun Noon-6 pm 

 


